Stories of rising crime in Japan abound, so there
was no reason | should think Shiraishi Island
would be exempt. So when my brand new mountain
bike was stolen, I wasn't exactly surprised. It
was more a question of who took it and why the
hell they thought they'd get away with it.

It happened one morning in midweek when 1 was
awakened at 5:30 a.m. by T5-vear-old Rikimatsu-san
velling from the dock outside my house.
"Amy-san! Are vou awake?” he velled.
fishing!"®

"let’'s go

1 ran downstairs and opened the living room window
that faces the port. "Fishing? Now?"

He looked at his watch. "0K, I'1l give wyou 15
minutes. Meet me on the other side of the port.”

I changed clothes, stuffed a piece of bread in my
mouth, rode to the other side of
the port where Rikimatsu-san’s
boat was tied up, parked my
bieycle and went fishing.

For the next two hours we caught
"mama kari” by the dozen with a
12-hook fishing line.

Then Rikimatsu-san added another
length of line to add 12 more
hooks, and | was catching twice
as many fish each time | dropped
the line in the water. With the
extra weight of the fish, [ had
to steady the pole against my
stomach to reel them in. This week's menu was
looking good: fried fish, fish marinated in
vinegar and mama kari sushi.
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When we came back, the old man dropped me off at
the dock in front of my house with a bucket of
fish, then went and tied his boat up. This is when
| realized my bicvele was missing. [ looked
everywhere but couldn’t find it. Well, it finally
happened — crime had come to our small island in
the middle of the Inland Sea. And | was going to
find the perpetrator and wring his neck.

I got on my scooter and went searching for my
bicycle. It was nowhere near my house. | loocked up
and down the port —— nothing. I was determined to
find it, so I looked everywhere. And I finally
found it — on the other side of the port. This is
when [ realized who had stolen my bicvele: me.
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